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“Related Work”?

● State of the Art
● Related Knowledge/Results
● List of references



Start with Research Questions (or proposed contributions)

“If you don’t know where you are going, any road will do.”

RQs

● meaningful and important to practitioners as well as researchers
● lead to changes in current practice or validate a current practice
● identify discrepancies between commonly held beliefs and reality



Where does it come from?
● Begin at the beginning…

○ discipline / area
○ research questions

● Where to seek
○ previous knowledge
○ books and journals (uni library)
○ IEEE DL, ACM DL, Springer Link, Elsevier, …
○ Google Scholar
○ ResearchGate
○ generic search engine

● What can be found
○ Open vs Closed sources, OA
○ seminal and survey papers
○ grey literature
○ datasets



What’s worth what

● Text
○ Title
○ Abstract
○ Introduction - Conclusion

● “Popularity”
○ venue
○ citations
○ page rank

● Author
○ organization/group
○ references, seniority level

 → Griswold: How to Read … 

https://courseware.zcu.cz/portal/studium/courseware/kiv/osn-e/studijni-materialy/index.html


I have found one! Now what?

Your memory is your greatest enemy

● Recording the citation record
○ anatomy of the record, DOI
○ BiBTex, Word
○ Mendeley, Zotero; JabRef

● Recording the text (document)
○ filesystem
○ Mendeley, Zotero
○ ResearchGate

● Consistency & findability
○ id, filename



Keeping and creating the lists

● Lists of citation records
○ uber-file vs thematic vs project-based

● List of references
○ don’t write, generate!
○ reference manager -> BiBTex + LaTeX
○ Word



Systematic Literature Reviews



From “Related work” to SLR

Related work

● review existing knowledge relevant to presented work
● don’t reinvent the wheel; understand leading edge

Mapping studies and SLRs

● (try to) find / capture all published primary research on a topic
● extract main themes, summarize finding, define open problems (gaps)



SLR Method

Kitchenham, Barbara. Procedures for Performing Systematic Reviews. Keele University, UK, 2004.

Kitchenham, Barbara Ann, David Budgen, and Pearl Brereton. Evidence-based software 
engineering and systematic reviews. Chapman and Hall/CRC, 2019.



SLR Method

(Kitchenham 2004)



SLR Method - the protocol



SLR Method - the research

… also
“snowballing”



Examples
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